Introduction

At the end of the 1920s, Japan was plunged into an unprecedented economic crisis.
In order to address the financial disaster that was plaguing his country, the head of the
Japanese Cabinet, Tanaka, proposed an invasion of China proper as well as North Korea,
with the long term goal of completely dominating Asia and eventually the world. His
proposal became known in Japan as “The China policy”. However, Japan's land mass was
small and it lacked the mineral resources, particularly metal, to produce the necessary
munitions for such a campaign. The Japanese military began saving resources as well as
researching the production of new weapons. Shiro Ishii took advantage of this opportunity
and suggested, "Since Japan lacks the natural resources to fight a large-scale war, we
must rely on biological warfare in order to attain victory." Ishii was supported by the
Japanese military and after the "September 18 incident”, he established an "Epidemic
Prevention Research Laboratory" at the Army Medical School in Japan, thus beginning his
research into germ warfare. Subsequently, research activities were transferred from Japan
to Manchuria and Unit 731 was established. This unit conducted large-scale research into
biological warfare and developed a series of germ warfare bacteria known as "The White
Devil" and "The Man-eating Demons"”. During World War |, Unit 731 was the only military
unit that defied international conventions by utilizing chemical and biological weaponry.
This exhibit has seven sections. It uses text and photos to reveal the horrible and
Inhumane research that was conducted by Unit 731.
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Chapter 1
Setting up the Bacterial Research Base

Japan has a lengthy history of researching the potential of bacteria and germs for
military use. In 1916, lectures on how to conduct "Poultry Warfare" were given at the
Japanese Army Medical School. The Army Medical Board began to study germ warfare
after 1918. The Military Department of the Japanese Supreme Headquarters asked the
Tokyo Science Research Board to "develop biological weapons which cannot be resisted
by the human immune system." Since he was unable to complete this task within the
stipulated time frame, Dr. Ito Kogaku was arrested and charged with "tardiness” and
"wasting state resources”. More than 40 of the scientists participating in the project
received pay cuts and were assigned to other projects. Research into the military
application of bacteria was thus temporarily interrupted.

Once again, Shiro Ishii proposed the idea of continuing research into biological
warfare. He believed that biological weapons had significant potential because they could
Inflict considerable amounts of damage to enemy troops at minimal financial and resource
costs. His idea was supported by Koizumi Chikahiko, a famous Japanese military
"scientist”, Nagata Tetsuzan, section chief of the Military Affairs Bureau and other
Influential people. As a result, he was sent abroad to conduct further investigatgion. After
returning to Japan, he actively advocated the creation of a bacteria unit. Kaji Otsuka
Ryuuji, section chief of the Japanese Army’s Medical Department commissioned Ishii Shiro

to start developing biological weapons. Thus, with the support of Japanese politicians and
military leaders, the construction of a bacterial research base and bacterial research

laboratories began in earnest.
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The Establishment of Bacterial Research Base in Japan
Officially sanctioned by the Japanese Emperor, the Bacteria Research Laboratory was founded by the Army Medical
School in Wakamatsu-Machi Tokyo, Japan in August of 1932. To the public, it was known as the: "Epidemic Prevention

Research Center". The following year, it was renamed as the "Epidemic Prevention Institute” and became the Japanese
army’s main research center for biological warfare.
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The Bacteria Research Laboratory was founded by the Army Medical School in Wakamatsu-Machi Tokyo, Japan in
August 1932. To the public, it was known as the: "Epidemic Prevention Research Center". The following year, it was
renamed as the "Epidemic Prevention Institute” and became Japanese army’s main research center for biological warfare.
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Working conditions inside the Japanese Army Medical
School’s Epidemic Prevention Research Laboratory. The filter pipe
being checked by the staff member on the right pumps pure water.
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The working conditions at the Epidemic
Prevention Research Laboratory.
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Establishment of a Bacterial Research Base in the Pingfang District of Harbin

In 1935, Ishii’s Unit began to survey and occupy a piece of land measuring six square kilometres
In an area 4 km north of Pingfang Station. In the spring of 1936, "Ishii’'s Unit" was known to the public
as the "Epidemic Prevention and Water Supply Department of Kwantung Army". In the same year,
the Suzuki Group, Matsumura Group, Fujita Group and Dahlin Group were sent by Japan Co., Ltd.

Into the area and started construction.
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The place where Chinese workers were
forced to store construction equipment.
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.\ b¥rd ) ?ye view of Unit 731’s resear.ch base. 731 ZRRAIE T IR
Unit 731’'s research base, where bacteria research, TEEE 731 SMINAERFS. A7, STt

production and testing occurred, was located at the heart T e pilolipe ) N
of Pingfang Town. The base encompasses the first, L, S1FFE—EF. FTE. FMER. HBE N ZE

second, and fourth departments, the education and EREFEXEEYHW. EHA16 A EAK, FE

training department and the Dongxiang Village living " . R e 3 . |
area. It covers about 160 thousand square meters, with EAMAT0% B, FLEFARETIPRINMET %,

more than 70 major buildings, one headquarters building MESfRA T, 52Xk, BEIKSAE, 11T 2215
and a square-shaped building near the center known as | e SRR S sl W XY
the ‘Quartet’. The research complex is surrounded by ARRIRN. JEIMF IR, B, R2.5K.
2-meter-high walls with a total circumference of 5km,on PHEEE K17,

top of which electric barbed wire grids were erected. The

moat outside the wall is 3 meters wide and 2.5 meters

deep. Gates are present on all four sides of the complex.
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The construction of Unit 731’s
research base.
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Chapter 2

Formation of the Germ Warfare Unit

In 1936, the Japanese General Staff Headquarters expanded Ishii’s Unit and also set up
the “Veterinary Prevention Department of Kwantung Army". This department later became
known as "Manchuria Unit 100" and operated in Changchun under the command of
Wakamatsu Yoo Jiro. The unit studied anthrax, rinderpest, sheep pox and other kinds of
bacteria, and conducted not only human experiments, but also animal and plant experiments
resulting in the large-scale destruction of crops and livestock in China. The Japanese forces
utilized the site of the Biology Institute of Peking Central Health and Epidemic Prevention
Department to establish the North Branch Bacteria Unit 1835 in July 1937, known to the public
as the "Epidemic Prevention and Water Supply Department of Expeditionary Army in North
China”. This unit's detachments were spread throughout northern China, mainly in Tianjin,
Zhangjiakou, Talyuan and 16 other locations. In 1938, the Japanese military established “Unit
Bo 8604" in Guangzhou, known to the public as the "Epidemic Prevention and Water Supply
Department in South China". In 1939, the Japanese forces utilized the site of the Nanjing
Central Army General Hospital to establish “Unit ‘Rong’ 1644°, known to the public as
"Epidemic Prevention and Water Supply Department of the Expeditionary Army in Central
China". In May of 1942, the Southern Army Bacteria Unit ‘Gang’ 9420 was established in
Singapore. In addition to the above-mentioned bacteria units, the Japanese forces also set up
other Epidemic Prevention and Water Supply Departments, a total of 18 divisions, one after
another, in different parts of China. Unit 731 was the Japanese biological weapons research
center and germ warfare command headquarters. While Shiro Ishii led this unit, he also
provided technical support to the special bacteria units in Northeast, North, South, and Central
China. Japan's Bacteria Units constituted a significant military threat in the form of a
comprehensive biological warfare system.
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Germ Warfare System

Bacteria research was guided by the Kwantung Army headquarters, which provided funds and
organizational support. Due to its generous pay for employees and the fact that it favored human dissection,
vivisection (often without the use of anaesthesia) and other experiments with live human subjects as research
techniques, the unit attracted close to 400 senior medical personnel from well-known academic institutes and

university departments specializing in bacteriological research. They also offered training courses in order to
meet the personnel requirements of conducting biological warfare.
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Unit 731 Commander, Shiro Ishi
(Lieutenant General)
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Kwantung Army Manchuria Unit 100
On November 1931, the Kwantung Army set up a temporary shelter for sick horses in Mukden
(now Shenyang). In 1933, the shelter was moved to Kuanchengzi, Hsinking (now Changchun). It
was renamed as the Veterinary Prevention Department of the Kwantung Army in 1936. In 1938, it
was moved to Mengjia Hamlet, 10 kilometers south of Changchun City. In 1941, it was renamed as
"Manchuria Unit 100" and its public name was the "Veterinary Epidemic Prevention Department of

the Kwantung Army ".
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The site of Kwantung Army Manchuria Unit 100. The site of the incinerator.
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Warhorses from Manchuria Unit 100 taking part in epidemic
prevention drills in September 1935.
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Frostbite Experiments performed by Unit 185S5.

From January 31st to February 11th of 1941, Lieutenant Commander Tanimura Ichiji, leader of
the Winter Health Research Squad of Unit 1855 and Army Surgeon, led 36 Japanese officers and
soldiers through military operations within a basin-like area in Sonid Banner, Xilin Gol League, Inner
Mongolia (the area is presently named Sonid Right Banner located in Xilin Gol League). They
performed live ‘frostbite experiments’ in the freezing minus 27 degrees centigrade weather on eight
captured Chinese soldiers. At the end of experiments, the Japanese squad killed all eight captured
soldiers and held a “memorial ceremony” for their test subjects.
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At the end of the experiments, the Japanese officers
| and soldiers killed all eight test subjects. In order to
> cover up their crimes, the Japanese squad held a
"memorial" for the deceased Chinese soldiers.
#=>4 Lieutenant Commander Tanimura Ichiji gave a "eulogy",
- 2w/t proclaiming that the deceased were sacrified “in the

LN -

L XaRBERE, AEHSEFAGRBELBRAE.
B vz, AEATAGRBEETT BES . A
O R ER MR, RRIEEN AT M <R




Chapter 3

Special Transfer

“Special Transfer” was the term used by the Japanese military units specializing In
biological warfare for acquiring live human subjects with which to conduct their experiments. In
the process of utilizing their twisted research methods, they committed atrocious crimes
against humanity for which there is no precedent in history.

Without a trial, Kwantung soldiers and police authorities arrested anti-Japanese patriots
and other citizenry and transferred them into the possession of Unit 731 for secret in vivo
experiments.

Although “special transfer” was a common occurrence in Japanese bio-warfare units, Unit
731 was notorious in the Kwantung Army for its particularly cruel methods and procedures.

From January 26, 1938 to March 12, 1943, the Kwantung Army Police Department
followed orders No. 58 and No. 120 regarding the implementation of the "Special Transfer"
protocol. The department ordered various military police squads, units and detachments to
capture "human material" for Unit 731’s experimental objectives.

Although the main organization responsible for the implementation of this "Special
Transfer" protocol was the Japanese military police, the Manchuko Secret Police Agency, the
Secret Service branch of the Japanese Imperial Army Intelligence Department, the Japanese
Army’s railway police, the Consulate General of Japan in Harbin and a number of other
agencies were also, In varying degrees, involved In covertly abducting human test subjects.
Several thousand anti-Japanese and anti-Manchurian patriots (including nationals from the
former Soviet Union, Mongolia and Korea) suffered in vivo experimentation at the hands of Unit

731.
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Targets and Standards for Special Transfer

On March 12, 1943, the Police Department of the Japanese Kanto Gendarmerie issued
document No. 120 regarding the Special Transfer Protocol to the military police. Prisoners were to be
divided into two categories: "spies" and "intellectual criminals". Anyone accused of being a ‘criminal’
or suspected of commiting a crime could be a potential subject for ‘special transfer’.

On March 12th 1943, the Police Department of the Japanese Kanto Gendarmerie Headquarters
Issued an order to clearly mark the prisoners who would be processed according to the procedures

of the Special Transfer Protocol.
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Photos of Zhu Yunxiu from Zhu Yunxiu's ‘special transfer’
his ‘special transfer’ file file (in Japanese)
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The Prisons
Special prisons for test subjects were built within the Quartet and separated by a central corridor,
dividing the building into an Eastern and Western compound. Both the Eastern and the Western
compound had a two-story prison. Building 8 was the women's prison, located in the Eastern
compound and Building 7 was the men’s prison, located in the Western compound. Both prisons had
a similar design, measuring 35 to 40 meters in length, 20 meters in width. The prisons were made of
reinforced concrete with a laboratory located in the basement. Each prison had 48 cells which were

surrounded by a corridor running along all four sides. Most of the cells housed multiple inmates but
there were also single rooms for housing ‘repeat offenders’.
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The prison located in the Western compound. Shiro Ishii’s older brother, responsible for
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Chapter 4

Bacteria Research and Production

Bacteria research and production was led directly by the Kwantung Army headquarters,
which provided everything from funding to personnel. Since the Kwantung Army offered
generous wages and encourged the utilizing of unique research techniques such as in vivo
experimentation on human subjects, the bacteria research program attracted more than 400
Intermediate and senior medical personnel from several prestigious academic institutes and
universities in Japan. They also organized various training courses to ensure that this type of
research would continue unabated.

Plague, typhoid, cholera, anthrax and other bacteria were tested and reproduced In large
numbers. Many military operations involving the use of biological weaponry were carried out
through the use of fleas contaminated with plague bacteria. In addition, clay bacteria bombs
and other biological weapons were designed to effectively carry and utilize bacteria for
attacking the enemy. In order to preserve bacteria for long periods of time, Unit 731 developed
various types of dry-powder bacteria that could be mass produced. In 1940, they successfully
mass produced dry-powder antrax, plague bacteria and other dry-powder bacteria strains. In
one month, Unit 731 could produce 300 kg of plague bacteria, 800 to 900 kg of typhoid bacteria,
and 1,000 kg of cholera bacteria.
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Animal Testing
In order to mass-produce fleas that could carry deadly bacteria, Unit 731 set up the Insect Squad

and Animal Squad. The production process of fleas contaminated with bacteria is relatively
complicated. Since the ground squirrel is able to carry plague bacteria in its blood stream for long
periods of time without dying, it was regarded as an ideal animal for experimentation. After some
time, Unit 731 figured out how to turn fleas and ground squirrels into small plague-bacteria production
factories. These contaminated fleas and squirrels were let loose in areas all over China in order to
Infect the population.

Unit 731 built many wood-frame houses designed specifically for breeding mice and ground

squirrels.
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The Tanaka Squad - Insect Research Experimentation

The Tanaka Squad was situated to the east of the Quartet in a separate compound. In terms of
square footage, the compound was relatively large. It was comprised of a large house with tile-roofing in
the North, one building with tile-roofing in the south and two 200-meter-long, two-story buildings in the
south end. The windows of these buildings were very small, measuring 30 cm wide by 45 cm long. The
rest of the compound consisted of empty fields and was surrounded by 2 meter-high brick walls. There
were gates on both the west and south side of the compound. The main duty of this squad, which was
under the command of Colonel Tanka, was to feed the rats, fleas and lice that were to be contaminated
for biological warfare. This was also the place where Yersinia Pestis was cultured in large quantities. The
squad used code words to maintain secrecy, substituting “cake” for mouse, “white cake” for white rate,
“black cake” for black rat, “chestnut” for fleas and “ears” for lice when communicating.
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The Tanaka Squad’s insect-breeding site.
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Tanaka Squad’s compound. Squad bred fleas.
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Poison Gas Experiments

Unit 731’s poison gas laboratory was situated in a cabin with sealed glass windows. Test
subjects were selected from a special prison, tied to a vehicle and rolled along tracks leading into the
poison gas laboratory. The test subjects sometimes underwent anti-virus testing where they were
required to wear normal clothes and gas masks. Other times, they were not allowed to wear anything
except for pants during the poison gas experiments. Rats, chickens, dogs, and monkeys sometimes
accompanied the test subjects into a small laboratory measuring less than 4 square meters in area
for poison gas experimentation. The main poison gas experiment field was located in Chenggouzi.
Gas experiment fields were temporarily set up in low-lying land 4 kilometres northwest of Unit 731’s
headquarters as well as on an empty field 500 meters north of Unit 731’s airport. Unit 731 also
performed poison gas experiments in a bunker known as the Aviation Squad’s shooting range which
was located near the unit’'s headquarters.
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Field Experiments il M
While experiments on humans were often ELIGELZHET, W AFITE & FhSL

performed under laboratory conditions, Unit 731 IS BB R, 731ERFAIF{E B —2R4y “Soib

also conducted field experiments. These kinds of il 3 e e A e et oA
experiments were organized and performed by the ~ M #t” EEIPHEITRI . XFHLIWHT3

Second Section of Unit 731. The purpose of this  ZR A ’% = s MG IEF & IR E R &

section was to explore whether their findings in the roReT
laboratory were applicable in combat conditions. ™ SKHERE 1T . ZEBPAERIE B EE

This unit had fixed-field experimental sites in the  HY £ 5’|‘ E.’u‘é“ B, EFERRIEFFAREL
Northeast, mainly at the special test range in_Anda._ %, WF3H. EARET. MBRBEEMIEER

It had experimental fields in Chenggouzi, Jiamusi I
and Taolaizhao as well. SMg

Special experimental site in Anda. An underpass at Anda 1R R S SR g 7
IR FF I SR 16 37 = Lt LA 5 A LI A T B E it The Chenggouzi experimental site.

Dlsmfectlon was conducted on-site Bacteria belng dropped
after field bacteria experiments. into a small pond.
FIEREFHITMIAES 7K 8 B Ml =

Germ warfare exercises carried out on
the south bank of the Songhua River.
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Preparation before Japanese army personnel occasionally
conducting a poison gas suffered field experiment accidents.
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Plant Virus Research

The Plant Virus Research Squad leader of Unit 731 was
Yagisawa. The Plant Virus Research Squad conducted
experiments In offices and l|aboratories as well as on
experimental farms. The research led to the cultivation of a
strain of infected wheat known as "Umi". This strain of wheat
was used to spread 'smut' on a large scale, severely disrupting
the production of crops.
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MR, IEEEF “SXK”, BFXERERXEDH Yagisawa, leader of the

“HEimes” ) ERIEB 4T, Plant Virus Research Squad.
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Human Anatomy Experiments.

Unit 731 performed human experiments involving three
stages of observation: clinical observation, anatomical
observation and pathological observation. Anatomical
observation was usually performed during an autopsy after the
death of subjects infected with various bacterial diseases. Ishii’s
unit also performed vivisections on humans without the use of
anaesthetics. At first, only Unit 731 performed vivisections, but
this utterly Iinhumane practice was later adopted in
Japanese-controlled hospitals all over China.
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A rack used for hanging organs during
the anatomical observation stage.
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Chapter S

Implementing Germ Wartare

During World War Il, Japanese forces set up biological warfare research bases in 63
major cities in China including Harbin, Changchun, Beljing, Nanjing and Guangzhou. After
the formation of these bases, the Japanese began large-scale development of biological
weapons for the purpose of conducting germ warfare. From 1938 to 1945, the Japanese
military’s bacteria units, with the aid of Unit 731, launched 36 major military attacks utilizing
biological weaponry in twenty of China’s provinces. Germ warfare was only conducted in
China during the entire war, occuring in many locations including Nomonhan, Zhejiang,
Hunan, Yunnan, Shandong, Jilin, Heilongjiang, Inner Mongolia, Jiangxi, Guangdong, Fujian,
Beijing, Shaanxi, Henan, Hebel and Shanxi.

The Japanese dropped plague, anthrax, typhoid, cholera, dysentery and other kinds of
bacteria that devastated the human population, killed livestock, destroyed crops and caused
widespread epidemic diseases. At the time, it was documented that 270 thousand (not
including military personnel) Chinese people were killed directly by biological weapons.
Recent research pegs that death toll at 2 million or more. |f the casualties indirectly caused
by epidemic diseases are added, the death toll is even higher.

%ﬁﬁ

Z 40 8
B RS KA BTHY, ﬂsﬁﬁkﬁ%lJE¢£E@ﬂ%$iE\ KE. &t=. BR. T ME
MR EFWEREE THEEN, EFEBNSIMT AP TmEILTHESREM. HER
HMBEZMWAREEAN, FIRT A=, ZHMEAFHAERE, HFTHAEK. XEPE
X, 1938~1945%F, R%EHE é HEPAERXFREFIBIENIIESSEES T, &R
FiEE. L. HE. =@, 8@, . EXI. AFEE. " IA. T F. B,
cR. BRAR. AR, ATdE. LU 20/\’* XA F) T IR KAMRE. KX, K=Y

gkth, AERKTRE. RE. GE. Bil. FASSKAEREAL, B

DR, BERAEENERAT ERAER, RIEYHES, BBTERN
=, WAEMAEREFZWNIEAGRTESHUHE27TAA (REFEEA) . MiF
EREIAEHAREE, BEAKELE200F L. MM EERERITHRERNEE,
H AT A E R L




CHEMICAL & BIOLOGICAL
VWARFARE

Germ Warfare in Zhejiang

In July of 1940, Unit 731’s expeditionary force, led by Shiro Ishii himself, in conjunction with the
Nanjing Rong Unit 1644, conducted biological warfare in the Eastern part of Zhejiang Province, striking
places such as Ningbo, Quzhou, Jinhua, Yushan, Wenzhou, Taizhou and Lishui. Japanese forces carried
out 6 biological attacks in all from September 18th to October 27th, resulting in numerous deaths among
Chinese soldiers and civilians due to epidemic diseases.
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A photo of Ying Wing Takao, a pilot from Unit 731, and a fellow Unit
731 member at the Nanjing airport. The first one from the left is Ying
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Germ Warfare in Quzhou
In 1942, the Japanese dropped ceramic bombs containing anthrax all over Quzhou (including the
residential areas). Many people in counties along the Zhejiang-Jiangxi railroad (counties include Qu
County, Longyou and Jiangshan) developed foot rot, became disabled or died, as a result of these
attacks. A large number of animals also died due to anthrax. Survivors of these attacks live in a great
deal of physical pain.
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Nanjing Unit 1644’s airport.
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The quarantine center at
the Dragon King Temple, West
Gate of Qu County, in 1941.
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According to research, in 1942,
Japanese troops dropped typhoid
bacteria into this well which is located
at Daoguan Lane in Qu County.
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Zhou Laogen Zhang Zixiu Zhang Jintu of
of Garden Village of Hu Town, Shishi Township,
Garden Township, Longyou County: Kecheng District:
Kecheng District: contracted contracted
contracted anthrax anthrax during anthrax during
during the war. the war. the war.
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Nong'an County. Within 5
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The Nong'an Epidemic
the leader of Unit 731’'s Insect Research Squad, Tanaka, led s

lague experiments in Nong’an County. Their actions resulted

that affected several towns and villages

LN}
i,

In all, 471 people died from the plague
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A ‘postcard’ left behind by the members of Unit 731 that were
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Chapter 6
Unit 731 Retreats

On August 8, 1945, the Soviet Union declared war on Japan. In order to conceal the
despicable crime of developing and using biological weapons, the Japanese Army’s General
Staff Headquarters issued a directive to the Japanese bacteria units in China, ordering them to
cover their tracks before withdrawal. The units immediately destroyed equipment and
buildings, burned files containing their research, slaughtered human test subjects, burned
bodies, buried debris and killed or let loose infected animals after receiving the command. The
majority of the personnel belonging to Unit 731 escaped to Japan by train or air. Only a small
number of them were captured by the advancing Soviet Red Army.

Japan's defeat was a foregone
conclusion in July 1945; the Japanese

forces developed a list of military personnel § :
that were left behind. ' members of Unit 731 after they fled

o> = ; | . back to Japan.
J ; . _ - - H i

Eﬁﬁlgi}'ﬁﬂﬂr‘ﬁ; ggﬁiﬁ!ﬂaﬁﬁmﬁ ; SR Z ' | B | 8=, | 731ERPABA R B H AR & {1 A9
e V3 - 73 T & REF 8 # it

The Noma Kanazawa Shrine
temporarily housed the surviving
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Most of the members of Unit 731
returned to Japan by train, crossing
Xinjing, Tonghua and  Anton
(Dandong). They boarded a ship in
Busan, South Korea for the remainder
of the journey.
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The Destruction of Evidence.

Unit 731 began prepararing to retreat on August 10th 1945. With the exception of some
particularly important data that Ishii Shiro took back with him to Japan, all remaining evidence of Unit
7/31's activites were to be destroyed. Unit 731 employed sappers to blow up the buildings and
structures that they used for their research. They Kkilled prisoners and some of the workers they
employed with poison gas. Animals that were being kept for experimental purposes were also killed.

On the eve of withdrawal, Unit 731 was in great confusion. The unit was too occupied to receive
a shipment of rodents that was sent to Pingfang Town. Pingfang Town was engulfed in a sea of fire
during that time.
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Shiro Ishii, who fled to Japan, lived a reclusive life in
Wakamatsu Village, Shinjuku District in Tokyo.
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Remnants of the destroyed Destroyed generators.
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