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Establishment of Refugee Camps
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During the Nanjing Massacre, Rabe and the International Committee for Safety Zone estab-
lished 25 refugee homes, providing them with food and lodging and went all out to protect them
from Japanese killings. More than 250,000 citizens and disarmed soldiers of Nanjing sought refuge
In the Safety Zone and were saved from the Japanese slaughter.
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Also called Refugee Zone, the Nanjing Safety Zone
covered an area of 3.86 square kilo-meters. It was centered
around the American Embassy and missionary schools
such as the University of Nanking. Within the Safety Zone,
there were 25 refugee camps located in the office buildings e e s Sl o s
of the Ministry of Communications, Huaqiao Hostel, Nan-
kKing Women’'s College of Arts and Sciences, the Supreme
Court, the University of Nanking and etc. Before and after
the fall of Nanjing, big numbers of Nanjing civilians and
refugees from outside flooded into the Refugee Zone. A few
disarmed Chinese soldiers also took refuge in the Safety
Zone. As a result, all the refugee camps were overcrowded L e e
to the point of dysfunction. '
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A report about Japanese army’s savage doings appearing in
Takung Newspaper on January 23, 1938 entitled Nanjing in
Terror: Brutal Enemies’ burning and looting;. Foreign Report-

A group photo of John Rabe with some international Headquarters of the Safety Zone was ers’ Inspections Denied
committee members of the Safety Zone in Nanjing crammed with refugees 19384E1H 23 H, KAMLL (Birh 2 i B icgik .,
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East Side: bordered along Zhong-
shan Road, from Xinjiekou to Shanxi Road,;
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North Side:

from Shanxi Road to Xikang Road;
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West Side: from Xikang Road to the Iin-
tersection of Shanghal Road and Hanzhong
Road
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South Side: beginning from the intersection
of Hanzhong Road and Shanghai Road
ending in the starting point of Xinjiekou.
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Sketch Map of the Safety Zone
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Rabe and his friends created a miracle under such circumstances. Covering

one eighth of the entire city, the Safety Zone was the only oasis evaded from
fires or arson attacks by the Japanese troops. Thanks solely to the effective pro-
tection from the International Safety Committee, buildings and streets inside the
Safety Zone remained intact in wanton bombings by the Japanese military, in-
cluding the University of Nanking, Nanking Women's College of Arts and Sci-
ences, Gulou Hospital and hundreds of private western-styled houses along
Ninghal Road and Yihe Road. As historical heritage, their value cannot be mea-
sured in terms of money.
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The University of Nanking sur-|Domitory buildings in Nanking | The Embassy ofthe U. S. A. in the
vived the Japanese arson in De- | Women's College survived the Japa-| Safety Zone survived the Japa-
cember, 1937 nese arson in December, 1937 nese arson iIn December, 1937
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Refugee Placement
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After the fall of Nanjing, nearly 300,000 refugees gathered in the Safety
Zone. A few disarmed Chinese soldiers also entered the Safety Zone to seek
refuge. Some high-ranking officials of the Kuomintang Army received special
care from the International Committee for the Safety Zone. All the refugee
camps were overcrowded to its utmost capacity.
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To optimize the function of the refugee camps, the International Committee
for Nanjing Safety Zone stipulated Regulations in the Refugee Zone, and distrib-

uted flyers of Message to the People of Nanjing, calling on people to take refuge
In the Safety Zone.
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High-ranking officials of the Kuomintang
army received
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Refugees flooding into the Safety Zone
(Photo 1)
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Refugees flooding into the Safety Zone (Photo 2. Photo 3)
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Witnessing the Killings of Chinese Soldiers and Civilians
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On December 13, 1937, the Japanese troops occupied
Nanjing City and committed horrifying atrocities of massacre.
John Rabe withessed the killings of the Chinese combatants
and civilians, and faithfully recorded the Japanese cruelties
that he saw and heard in his diaries and other documents.
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John Rabe, working at his office
In the Intemational Safety Zone,
where he completed the Diaries
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John Rabe, writing his wartime diaries in his former residence
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The following excerpts are taken from John Rabe’s diaries:

TEEA# S AiC:

December 14: We came to know how much the devastation had been only after a drive through the city. At an
Interval of one or two hundred meters, the car would literally run over corpses of civilians. | examined them and
found that they were shot from behind, which means that those people were killed when they were trying to run
away. The Japanese soldiers, in teams of 10 to 20, marched across the city and robbed every store clean. That
would have been unbelievable if | had not seen it with my own eyes.
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The Diaries of John Rabe also recorded a e m*‘%_'fmmﬂw__.

local policeman Wu Changde, an officer of Nan-
Jing Police Troop assigned to work in the head-
quarters of the International Committee for the
Safety Zone. Wu was captured by the Japanese
on December 16, 1937 to be executed with about
1,000 Chinese people, including 450 policemen.
Wu was wounded, but managed to escape to
seek protection in the Safety Zone. After the War,
Wu appeared in the International Military Tribunal
fOl' Far EaSt as Witness' News report (July 27, 1947) about Xu Chuanyin
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Wu Changde, Police Officer, saved by Rabe
CEOAIE AT RS -2 (T I




INTERNATIONAL SAFETY ZONE
INNANJING | s

The Publication of The Diaries of John Rabe in Chinese
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In August 1997, the Chinese version of The Diaries
of John Rabe, a complete translation from the entire
manuscripts of John Rabe’'s own compilation, Bom-

bardment of Nanjing, was jointly published by Jiangsu Chinese version of The Diaries of John Rabe
People’s Press and Jiangsu Education Press. oG UL H e

The original manu-
scripts of Bombard-
ment of Nanjing, re-
organized by John
Rabe himself
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At Mr. and Mrs. Reinhardt’s house, Germany. From right to left: Cai
Yuhua, former Vice-Chief Editor and Deputy Director of Jiangsu
People’s Press, Mrs. and Mr. Reinhardt, Xu Zhongwen, former
Vice Chief Editor of Jiangsu Education Press and Zheng Shou-
kang, professor from the German Department of Nanjing University
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The publication of The Diaries of John Rabe in English
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Based on the German version compiled by Mr. [
Erwin Wickert, the English version, entitled The Good
German of Nanking— The Diaries of John Rabe, was B oot o .

published in 1998 by Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., in the

United States. The British Publishing Corporation pub- KT N ok o ) ,-_-;_-; JOHN RABE.

lished the same edition in the following years. ST .y ;ﬁ: \ THEGOOD GERM
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The publication of The Diaries of John Rabe in German
L UL C 28 i Hi i

Compiled by Mr Erwin Wickert, former German Am-
bassador to China, the book entitled Der gute Deutsche
von Nanking (The Good German of Nanjing) was published
by Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt Stuttgart (DVA) in October
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Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt Stuttgart

Mr Erwin Wickert, a friend of John Rabe, is the editor of The Dianes of John Rabe, both
English and German edition. In November, 1936, Mr. Wickert, who was a graduate from
a US universtty, visited Mr. Rabe. Later on, he became the German ambassador to China.
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The publication of The Diaries of John Rabe in Japanese
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The Japanese version of The Diaries of John | E%
Rabe was based upon the German edition and pub- -
lished on October 9, 1997 by a Japanese company. !: ; 233 E
The name of the book is True Stories of Nanjing. e ; " ‘7 %
_ e aer = 13
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Minnie Vautrin
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Minnie Vautrin was born on September 27, 1886 in Secor, lllinois.
She majored in pedagogy in the University of lllinois and graduated with
honors in 1912. And then Christian Church sent her to China as a mission-
ary. During the first few years, she served as principal of a high school in
Luzhou, Anhui Province. In 1916 when the Department of Education was
established in Nanking Women'’s College of Arts and Sciences, she was
Invited to chair the department. When the president of the college, Mrs.
Thurston went back to the U.S. for fund-raising, Ms. Vautrin became
Acting President. During the Japanese’s occupation, Vaultrin was again
entrusted to take care of the university properties and opened the univer-
sity campus as a refugee camp for women and children. The campus
once accommodated nearly ten thousand refugees and thus saved many
women from being raped by the Japanese soldiers. In recognition of her
devoted efforts in protecting refugees, the Nationalist Government award-
ed her on July 30, 1938 a blue jade medal with silk ribbons in blue, white
and red colors for her noble deeds.
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Ms Vautrin with staff members and volunteers in  The Nationalist Government awarded Ms.
the Refugee Camp of Nanking Women’s College Vautrin on July 30,1938 a blue jade medal
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- ' Chinese women and children during the

' period of the Nanjing Massacre.
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Burned out by constant overwork and highly stressful ==
responsibilities in the refugee camp of Nanjing, Ms §
Vautrin was inflicted on by schizophrenia and returned
to the United States for treatment. In 1941 she passed eSS & it
away at the age of 55, and was buried in the State of [ === e
Michigan. Her tombstone is inscribed with four Chi- | R
nese characters of “ An Immortal of Nanking”. e — s =L 6% WE S St HE
U AR P T g S OHE DM 7 e AR D VL RIRG f i JE %K Kk, M. Vautrin with the clerks distributing relief food sponsored
BBk Lo -3 CRS RN S B GG Y. 19414F, Bl by the Red Cross ‘
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John Rabe
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John Rabe (1882-1950) was born in Hamburg, Germany in 1882. In
1908 he came to China to do business first in Beijing and later in Shang-
hai, Nanjing and other cities. From 1931 to 1938, he served as Repre-
sentative of Siemens Ltd. Co. in Nanjing. Out of a lofty sense of human
justice and sympathy, Mr. Rabe, together with over a dozen of other for-
eign natioals working in China, set up the International Committee for
Nanjing Safety Zone during the Nanjing Massacre and was elected
Chairman of the Committee. Having saved the lives of more than
200,000 Chinese refugees, he was acclaimed as “Schindler of Nanjing”.
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In 1938, the Chinese Nationalist Government awarded Mr. Rabe a
blue jade medal with silk ribbons in blue, white and red colors for his
noble deeds of saving Chinese refugees.
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John Rabe, wearing on the neck the tri-color
medal awarded by the Nationalist Government
(Nanjing, 1927-1937), and on his left chest, the
Red Cross Medal awarded by the International

Committee of Red Cross (ICRC)
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In 1938, the Chinese Nationalist Govemment
awarded Mr. Rabe a blue jade medal with silk nb-
bons in blue, white and red colors for his noble
deeds of saving Chinese refugees.
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Lewis S.C.Smythe received a Ph.D degree in sociology from the Univer- <.
sity of Chicago in 1934 and was assigned to teach in the University of Nan- ’
king by Christian Church. In September of 1937, Mrs. Smythe and her two 5 "’{ . ‘ - 4\ v
children went to the American School in Guling while Mr. Smythe stayed . a - ! ) .
behind in Nanjing teaching. When the city of Nanjing was soon to fall, he re- 5 . f\ " '
fused to evacuate and went on working for the establishment of the Safety - I ’ # A
Zone to protect refugees. As secretary of the International Committee for . L ', : . s N
Nanjing Safety Zone, he wrote 69 letters during the period from December Lewis S.C.Smythe . o d " t

14, 1937 to February 19, 1938 to the Japanese Embassy, protesting L& Wi

against the Japanese army’s brutal doings. Some of the letters bore the
chairman, Mr. Rabe’s signature, but most letters were signed and sent by
him.

In the spring of 1938, arranged by the International Relief Committee,
Smythe headed a group of about 20 students to make an investigation
about the damages inflicted by the war in Nanjing and its suburban coun-
ties. Based upon the investigation the book “War Calamities in Nanjing
Area: from December 1937 to March 1938” came to press.
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Robert O.Wilson
N

Robert O.Wilson, born in Nanjing on October 5, 1906, was the son of
William F. Wilson, missionary of Methodist Episcopal Church, and Mary
Rowley. He graduated from Princeton University and received a Ph.D
degree from the School of Medicine of Harvard University. In 1935, he was
approved of working in the Hospital of the University of Nanking (today’s
Gulou Hospital in Nanjing) and began his work the following year. Before
the fall of Nanjing, most Chinese doctors left Nanjing, but Wilson continued
to work in the hospital during the Japanese occupation. With the help of
C.S.Trimmer, his colleague and a few nurses (one of them was 67-year-old
Eva Heinz, from the U.S.A), Wilson managed to get along with incredibly
heavy medical work load. It was not until the arrival of Doctor Li from St.

Andre Hospital of Wuxi and another doctor and two nurses were Wilson and
his fellow workers able to ease off.

Dr. Wilson was injecting the vaccine against typhoid for the refugees.
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Robert O.Wilson
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Wilson Plumer Mills
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Wilson Plumer Mills, priest assigned to Nanjing by the Overseas
Missionary Department of Presbyterian Church (U.S.A). He was born on
December 1, 1883 in Waynesboro, South Carolina. On November 22,
1937, he became member of the International Committee for Nanjing
Safety Zone. On February 18, 1938, he was elected Vice Chairman of
the newly-founded Nanjing International Relief Committee. After Mr.
Rabe left Nanjing on February 23, 1938, he succeeded him as Chairman
of the Nanjing International Relief Committee where he stayed on till
May of 1939 when he and his wife left Nanjing for home in the U.S.
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Miner Searle Bates

U1K K

Miner Searle Bates was an American professor working in the His-
tory Department of the University of Nanking. During the war, he was
Chairman of the Emergency Committee, member of the International
Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone and member of the Nanjing Branch
Committee of the International Red Cross. On January 13, 1938, he
was appointed Vice President of the University of Nanking by the
Board of Trustees. In May, 1939, he succeeded Mr. Mills as Chairman
of Nanjing International Relief Committee. Probing deeply into the so-
ciety, he made investigations and wrote many articles based on his
findings such as Investigation on Grains in Nanjing Area and Nanjing
Population revealing the Japanese crimes such as drug trafficking and
the practice of the system of “Comfort Women”. These articles ap-
peared in Chinese and foreign newspapers and journals and as a
result he was much hunt for by the Japanese. In May of 1941, he left
Nanjing and went back to the U.S. There he delivered speeches to
expose the Japanese army’s colonial policy and war crimes. After the
war, he appeared in court as witness in the trial of the Japanese war
criminals in Tokyo and Nanjing.
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Miner Searle Bates
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George Ashmore Fitch
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Mr. Fitch ( George Ashmore Fitch was the head of Nanjing
branch of Y.M.C.A. During the war, he was a member as well as
executive director of the International Committee for Nanjing
Safety Zone. In early March of 1938, he left Nanjing and on his
way back to the U.S via Hong Kong, he stopped over in Guang-
zhou and several other places in the U.S making public the Japa-
nese army’'s inhumane violence in Nanjing with the evidence of
documentaries about the Nanjing Massacre. After the war, he
was present at the trial of the Japanese war criminals as witness
in the Tokyo War Crime Tribunal.
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George Fitch (the first left in the front row), with his brothers and
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John G. Magee
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John Magee was priest of Nanjing Desheng Church of American
Episcopal Church. During the war, he was Chairman of the Nanjing
Branch of the International Red Cross, and member as well as General
Inspector of the International Committee for Nanjing Safety Zone. While
saving Chinese refugees, he took a risk and managed to film abuses
committed by the Japanese soldiers in the Nanjing Massacre. In the
summer of 1938, he left Nanjing and went back to the U.S. He made lec-
ture presentations around the U.S disclosing the Japanese army’s out-
rages during the Nanjing Massacre. In May of 1939, he came back to
Nanjing where he lived and worked for the church for a long time. After
the war, he attended the trial of the Japanese war criminals as witness John G. Magee
in the Tokyo War Crime Tribunal. AW S
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The cinecamera used by Rev. John Magee for recording the
Japanese troops’ atrocities during the Nanjing Massacre
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James Henry MaCallum

A

James Henry MaCallum was born on November 19, 1893 in Olympia, Washington
State. In 1917, he completed undergraduate study at University of Oregon. In 1921, he
received a Bachelor degree of theology from Yale University Divinity School and then
got a Master degree of theology from The University of Chicago Divinity School. While
on vacation he attended the doctoral courses in Union Theology College. Following his
marriage in 1921 to Eva Anderson from Philadelphia they came to China. In the next
thirty years, MaCallum was engaged in sermons and work in community centers for
Christian Church in towns and villages of Anhui and Jiangxi provinces. From 1946 to
1951, working as secretary of the Missionary Society he was involved in the reconstruc-
tion of Nanjing. When his service in China was about to terminate, he was in charge of
the finance and withdrawal of the Missionary Society.

During the period of the Nanjing Massacre, MaCallum’s wife and his two children
lived in Guling, Jiangxi Province, while he stayed in Nanjing as a staff member of the
Hospital of the Univeristy of Nanking and a manager of refugee relief work. His diaries
and letters to his family members written between December 19, 1937 and January 15,
1938 were presented to court as testimony to the Nanjing Massacre in the trial of the
Japanese war criminals in Tokyo. In 1995, a copy of his diaries was found in Shanghai
and was soon translated and published in Chinese.
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James Henry MaCallum
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The former residence of Mr. McCallum in
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