The “Comfort Women” System
of the Japanese Imperial Army
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Chinese Comfort Women Research Centre
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What is a “Comfort Woman”?

“Ianfu” or “comfort woman”
IS @ euphemized term used
by the Japanese for those
women who were forced
into sexual slavery by the
Japanese Imperial Army
during WWII.
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The Making of the
“Comfort Women” System

The first comfort station for the Japanese military in

Stage One: 193 1-January 28, 1932 Asia: Dai-Ichi Saloon at Lane 125, Dongbaoxing
Road, 1931--1945

e 1919-1922: Japan learned a “lesson” from meddling the

Russian Revolution—one out of seven soldiers and bt

officers were infected with sexual diseases

e By the end of 1931, the Japanese navy designated four
Japanese clubs in Shanghai as its "comfort stations.” One
of them was Dai-Ichi Saloon
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Stage Two: Jan. 28, 1932 -July 6, 1937

At the time of “January 28 incident”when the Japanese military fought to take
over Shanghai, Yasuji Okamura asked that “comfort women troupes”be sent to
the Shanghai war front. In March, "comfort women troupes” arrived at
Dachang, Jiangwanand other battle fields. It was not until after Shanghai Truce
Agreement was signed that Japanese army men started to returned to Japan.
The “comfort women troupes”also returned to Japan. Yet the number of desig-
nated navy comfort stations grew bigger and bigger.
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Korean “comfort women” were crossing the
Yellow River Afif" &l 210" 1E AR o gin]
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Stage Three: July 7, 1937-August 1945 (end of war)

The system of "Comfort Women”was spread to all Japanese occupied territories. In
some places, the ratios of "comfort women”to Japanese soldiers were 1:29 or 1:33.
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“Comfort Women”

e Yang Jia Zhai "comfort station” established [ % rw s R 22— Xk B A 2 Regulations of the Comfort Station issued by the local headquarters of
by the Japanese Imperial Army in Shanghai. “RZEFEFA AT Z—, 19934 the Eastern Army Service Station of the Japanese Imperial Army. Photo
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taken by Tetsuo Aso, a Japanese military doctor at Yang Jia Zhai

“Comfort Station”. 33 [ A 72 SRR A AT BB AW R TR 2 T B R B
CRZFTINEY i H 5 4R kw4 8 B AT
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e The biggest navy comfort station in Shanghai is located at
4t > 2 Gongping Li neighbourhood on Gongping Road
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Kouhei HANA, author of Military PR
Comfort Women: Stories of UMI-

NO-IE, came to Shanghai in 1990

to find the site of a branch of the
UMI-NO-IE (a seaside house that -
was designated as a ‘comfort
station’), but was not successful.

After 10 years of research, the site
was identified and confirmed at 3- iy .
609 Lane, East Changzhi Road by iy '
Professor Su of the Chinese

Comfort Women Research Centre.
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The Misery of “Comfort Women”™
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After 13 years of strenuous investigation, beginning in 1993, the following was
confirmed:

About 400,000 women from different countries were forced to be sex slaves by
the Japanese military during the war. Among them 200,000 were Chinese.

During the past 10 years, comfort stations in 22 provinces were identified. These
included autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the central
government, from Heilongjiang to Hainan, from Liaoning to Yunnan. There were
at least 160 Japanese military comfort stations in Shanghai.
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Disposing “comfort
women” when they
were too sick or
useless as deemed
by the Japanese
Imperial forces.

Women and young girls were
abducted from wherever the
Japanese Imperial forces
invaded.




Former “Comfort Women”
In China

WAN Aihua (J7%4t), a CCP member, was captured, raped and beaten
Chen Jinyu, a Yi native from Hainan Island badly in a Japanese fortress in Shanxi. She was the first Chinese victim
/

came forward to testify the sexual slavery in the Japanese military.
< H i Fe ) B2 52 T 28 R s

AT

o
=3
-)
T
7))
@
O
Q
-
Q
-
.
=
T
-
3
)
@
=
s
oy
O
@
-
~
=
@

GUO Yaying(55¥.3) from Chong Ming Island, Shanghai,
passed away due to illnesses on August 24, 2001.

ZHU Qiaomel passed away in 2005

ZHU Qiaomei’s living condition
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ZHU Qiaomei (&I5%k), a victim from Shanghai, was
born in 1910. She was the oldest living “comfort
women” survivor in the world.




Former “Comfort Women”
In China

Yuan’s story was re-told by a
well-known Hong Kong writer
LI Bihua (F=&4£) in the book
The Cloudy and Misty March.

Eighty-year-old YUAN Zhulin (3Z17#K) in front of a former T A (1 i S 4K i
comfort station, she passed away in March 2006. ET (HE=HY —B.
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LEI Guiying (FF#:2%) of Nanjing testified at the age of 78

HE Junzi (fiflA¥) still uses the
name given by the comfort

station—kunshi. Potassium
permanganate
22 Ji Qing Li, Hankou is the that Lei took
place where HE suffered. from the
comfort

station when
she escaped
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Lei Passed away on April 25, 2007




Former “Comfort Women”
In China

LI Lianchun (Z=i%#%), who escaped

from a comfort station, hid in a
mountain cave for half a year in
order to avoid being caught by the

Japanese military.
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LI Lianchun’s home is located deep in Bingsai mountains,

Baoshan, Yunnan Province Z#%H10%. =0 R kg A

This is the cave where LI Lianchun hid.
She passed away in January 2004.
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Former “Comfort Women”
In China
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- T 19264F,
E*{% Hg LIN Yajin (#£¥.4:), born in 1926, was from Baoting
M2 N 1043 County of Hainan Province. In October 1943, she and
FI0H 524 several other girls were captured by the Japanese soldiers
DA H and forced to serve as sex slaves in different Japanese
/;%Ri);;% strongholds. She became very sick after being raped
%%?Eénf repeatedly, and thus was allowed to return home.
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FU Xueying (%), with  Born in March 1913, she

her hands mimicking the ~ was from Cheng Mai
Japanese soldiers who County, Hainan Province.

grabbed_people In tho_se She was captured by the
days, said that she still Japanese soldiers in July
dreamed of being 1941 and brought to the

- j:aptured by |E;|he headquarters to serve as
= apanese soldiers at 2 “comfort worman.”
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PU Abai (JEFTH) in front of her daughter’s grave

Born in 1915, she was from Fenghuang, San Ya City, Hainan Province. She was

Eha |1 T kidnapped by the Japanese soldiers in 1941, raped by several Japanese soldiers

syt .. ...+ . andwas locked up. A year later, she was moved to the headquarters where she
o - .7 was kept until Japan surrendered.

SN L A She became pregnant while she was locked up and gave birth to a baby girl. Her
oodigew oS e o0 daughter suffered from some diseases after an injury at the age of 15. She

st e e iy w0 became sick suddenly while fetching water from a well. She fell into the well and
died.
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Former “Comfort Women”
In China

Pak Yong-sim came forward as a
witness of history in the 1990s.

On Nov. 19, 2003, Pak Yong-
sim revisited Nanjing in an
effort to find Liji Lane, one of
| the places where she was
enslaved and victimized.
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In March 2000, the first International Symposium on

Chinese "Comfort Women” was held in Shanghai. Pak Yong-sim with her
2000473 3 55— Jii - [ el 401 o R ] I R 23 1 g 284 adopted son in Korea
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Sanctioning Japan for its Sexual Slavery System
Is a Challenge to the international legal community

Four Lawsuits Filed in Japan

1. LIU Mianhuan (xifi#t), LI Xiumei (ZF#) and et al
from Shanxi Province (1995)

2. WAN Aihua (J7%4t) et al
3. Ah Zhu(f"%x), Ah Tao (Pi#k) and et al from Taiwan

4. CHEN Yabian (K )m), HUANG Youliang (337 R)
and et al from Hainan

IL |

R, A2 B by Al ) — A AT

&
N\
I

Xof Bt 22 4 1] B A
RH4EJFE

—
——a
[ — A

In March 2002, Tokyo District
Court dismissed the claims of
LIU Mianhuan and other four
victims on the ground of state
immunity and statute of
limitations. Two weeks later, LIU
filed an appeal to Japan’s High
Court.
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In November 2003, LIU Mianhuan went to Japan again.

The Tokyo High Court rejected their demands for an official apology
and compensation on Dec. 15, 2004.
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On Dec. 15, 2004, 7/7-year-old LIU Mianhuan, a
representative of the Chinese “comfort women” victims, On Dec. 15, 2004, LIU Mianhuan (front right) thanked
tearfully spoke to the media outside the Tokyo High Court.  the Japanese people for their support to her.




Findings of Women'’s International War Crimes
Tribunal 2000 for the Trial of Japanese Mllltary Sexual Slavery

in the matter of
the Prosecutors and the Peoples of the Asia-Pacific
V. Emperor Hirohito et al. and the Government of
Japan

Judge Gabrielle Kirk McDonald, Presiding
Judge Carmen Argibay
Judge Christine Chinkin

Judge Willy Mutunga
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The international judges The former “comfort women” In December 2000, the International Women'’s Tribunal
who testified at the Tribunal in Tokyo ruled against Japan’s crimes of sexual slavery.
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Conclusions (I)

38. After considering the extensive documentation 4 2000412 H12H
received by the Tribunal during the course of these 38, TEHIE T AEVRA TR R BT B R R 205, 76 o AT T 76 S0 8 S I A7 7E
proceedings, and in reviewing the applicable law as P VAR, VREERE ) T IR L, B S R PUEAE20014E3 8 H g H

it stood at the time the crimes were committed, the
ribunal rendered its summary of findings. The final

Judgment will be delivered on March 8, 2001. 40, TEILMT B, ST HAMBIR R, EEANTRA LRI R B 2 3 F ORI AR 2 (E
HRVOESE ST, BRIt oAb A A B TR A SRR AR A o

Conclusions (III) 39, T RTTHREINGES, RN K5 CUE ) T X B SRR S RV . 1

SVRIRAIT1—248R R A, A A s i A GRS ) e NESER AT A 9. 76

40. As to the other accused, the Judges have not MYRIRI R34, BN R NIESEW ST SE N EIE. Rob, IEWfESEE R 4Em A
had sufficient time to digest the voluminous E'@ REATAGR HABUN A B SGUE, e L sy 7R AL

evidence presented to it to determine criminal
liability at this stage. Therefore, individual and
superior responsibility of the other accused will be
determined in the final Judgment.

Conclusions (II)

39. The Tribunal finds, based on the evidence
before it, that the Prosecution has proved its case
against the accused Emperor Hirohito, and finds
him guilty of responsibility for rape and sexual
slavery as a crime against humanity, under Counts
1-2 of the Common Indictment, and quilty of rape
as a crime against humanity under Count 3 of the
Common Indictment. Additionally, the Judges
determine that the government of Japan has
incurred state responsibility, as recognized under
Article 4 of the Charter, for its establishment and
maintenance of the comfort system.




